
ANOTHER seven students at Cumberland 
Community School (CCS) have won all-
expenses-paid scholarships to top fee-paying 
schools.

In total, 31 students from CCS have won 
places for the sixth form at private schools in the 
past three years, including two at Eton College. 
That amounts to about £3m in free scholarships. 

The students won their places via the 
Prestigious Colleges programme run by The 
Community Schools Trust, the multi-academy 
trust that oversees CCS. 

Students are assigned a mentor, a member 
of the leadership team, who supports with 
applications, entrance exams and interview 
preparation, as well as paying all administration 
fees. 

Abdul, Shiloh, Honey, Leigh, Mana, Reyhana 
and Tamin will take places at prestigious colleges 
next September.

Student Shiloh said: “I am so grateful to the 
school for giving me this incredible opportunity. 
I know that these types of opportunities do 
not come along very often in life and I intend 
to grab it with both hands. I can’t wait to get 
there to experience the incredible facilities and 
education they have to offer. I know this gives 
me a much better chance of getting into Oxford 
or Cambridge when I attend university.”
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Ms Sarfaraz (right) co-
ordinates the Prestigious 
Colleges programme, 
including selecting students, 
assigning mentors, and 
helping with entrance exams 
and personal statements.

She has weekly meetings 
with all the students on the 
programme and liaises 
with the partner schools.

She said: “These 
students are inspiring the 
rest within the school. 
They are changing the 

culture with regard to 
aspirations.”

“Our mantra, as the 
careers and aspirations 
team, is to develop in 
young people the skills 
and aspirations to go into 
the world and become 
successful.

“These young people are 
bright and I have no doubt 
they will go far in life. Going 
to one of these colleges will 
just increase their chances of 
success.”

Newsletter

‘These students are inspiring’
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Student Shiloh says she is ‘so Student Shiloh says she is ‘so 
grateful’ for the programmegrateful’ for the programme
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Head Teacher Mr Deria (pictured) is 
still aiming high

As you will read in this newsletter, 
this term we have been investing in 
our students’ futures with a range of 
programmes aimed at giving them the 
confidence to aim high.

We continue to break new records 
with our Prestigious Colleges 
programme, which this year, yet 
again, has seen our students win 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
scholarships to top fee-paying sixth 
forms. 

‘Our job is to  
allow students 
to see options’

Students get  
a glimpse of  
Victorian life 
with author talk
OUR Year 7 students enjoyed a fascinating 
talk by professional author Graham 
Whitlock in the library. 

The writer read extracts from his clever 
and hilarious series, The Crystal Palace 
Chronicles, during a visit to the school this 
term. 

The series is a rollercoaster adventure 
bringing London’s Victorian history to life, 
while exploring questions of friendship, 
resilience and self-esteem.

Year 7 student Raul said: “I really enjoy 
the talk. I wanted to know about how he 
comes up with the characters and story 
lines, and he told me.”

Year 7 student Wyatt said: “It was a really 
fun experience because it was interactive 
and so we learned lots of things about how 
you can write your own stories.”

The Crystal Palace Chronicles author, 
Graham Whitlock, visited students at 

the school

We expect the programme to grow 
year by year as we are contacted 
by more and more private schools 
interested in supporting our students. 

We remain a school focused on 
academic outcomes, because we 
know that is the tried-and-tested way 
to give students the best chance of 
building successful careers and lives.

However, we also focus on the 
issues that are important to our 

An empowering club launched
STAFF and students celebrated diversity and 
inclusion by marking LGBT+ History Month with 
a series of events around the school. 

Our new Empower Me Tuesday club was 
created to help students feel safe and to build a 
community at the school. They put on an after-
school film screening of Love, Simon, which tells 
the story of a schoolboy who struggles to explain 
his sexuality to family and friends 

Empower Me Tuesday’s club meet each week 

to talk about topics surrounding diversity and 
inclusivity, such as LGBT+ rights, pronouns, 
gender identity and homophobia.

Ms Nash said: “Watching ‘Love, Simon’ 
with the Empower Me group was one of the 
best experiences I have had in over 20 years of 
teaching. 

“It was overwhelming and emotional to see so 
much love and positivity from a group of students 
towards the film’s important theme.”

   Our job is to 
allow our students 
to see that there 
are many different 
options out 
there, and that 
they should pick 
wisely; you spend 
a lot more time at 
work than you do 
at school!

“ 

”
students and wider community. I had 
an excellent meeting with out new head 
students this term, who articulated 
how they would like the school to 
move forward. They were able to give 
me invaluable insights into how we 
can work more co-operatively for the 
benefit of our entire school community.

This term, as we celebrated Careers 
Week, there were a number of 
programmes, workshops and visitors 
helping to guide students towards 
rewarding careers. 

Our job is to allow our students 
to see that there are many different 

options out there, and that they should 
pick wisely; you spend a lot more time 
at work than you do at school!

As society begins to further open up, 
we are hoping students will get to enjoy 
more and more of these enrichment 
opportunities.

I would like to congratulate our new 
student leaders, who have wasted no 
time in starting to put their campaign 
and manifesto into action.

It just remains for me to wish you all 
a happy and restful Easter break. We 
look forward to welcoming you back 
after the holiday.
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Artist donates 
BLM artwork
AN ARTIST inspired to paint a pro-Black Lives 
Matter picture by England football fans boos has 
donated the work to the school.

Scott Brenman was in the stands when crowd 
members jeered their own players for taking the 
knee during a Euro 2020 match against Croatia at 
Wembley last summer.

Disgusted by his fellow fans, he wanted to 
show support for the anti-racist movement and for 
England’s players.

The hard-edged, abstract-inspired artwork, 
entitled When 12 Took the Knee, looks at the role 
the crowd play in a football match.

It had hung on a gallery wall but, following a 
chat with Head Teacher Mr Deria, it will now have 
a new home.  

Scott said: “We started chatting about the 
painting and he expressed an interest in having it 

hang at the school.
“For me, that is a dream come true because 

art should be something that is part of people’s 
everyday life, it should be in a place where it can 
inspire people.

 He added: “It looks at the role of the crowd 
in football, known as the 12th man for the team. 
What impact must your own fans booing you have 
on the players.”

Mr Deria said: “We are incredibly grateful to 
Scott for kindly donating his wonderful art work to 
our school.

“The art work has a very powerful anti-racism 
message, which echoes our own teaching on race 
and equality in school. It is very inspiring 

“It is also a starting point to open discussion in 
and outside of classes around topical social issues, 
such as the taking of the knee in sports matches.”

STUDENTS found out about the support and 
resources available during a visit from a youth 
charity helping youngsters from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Our students left a taster session with XLP 
staff with a raft of knowledge and information 
about services they can access. 

Students also had use of computers, games 
consoles, a music studio, chill-out spaces, 
cooking facilities and arts and crafts areas. 

They got the chance to lace up the gloves and 
learn new boxing skills.

Future volunteer programmes, supervised 
activities, sports events and schemes to become 
a positive role model in the community were 
discussed. 

Year 8 student Ruben said: “It was really 
interesting because they talked to us about 
things that happen in the local area and how we 
can be positive role models.”

Year 8 student Angelo said: “My favourite 
part was the boxing bit because I enjoy sports 
and it was good to try out a new one.” 

Charity holds 
taster session

Simon Elliott (right) is the CEO of the 
Community Schools Trust, which 
oversees four schools. He shares his 
reflection on a post-Covid world.

Cast your mind back to a time before the 
beginning of the pandemic, to when we 
enjoyed the freedoms that later, for a short 
time, were lost.

That we could see our friends and family 
when we wished, enjoy a summer holiday, 
a meal in a restaurant. Time where we 
could be together: at home, at work, in a 
school. 

Personally, these were parts of my life I 
took for granted, which I did not sufficiently 
appreciate until they were taken away.

Despite this being unquestionably 
among the most challenging periods of my 
career, it has also be the most instructive 
and rewarding.

As we slowly emerge from this virus, we 
must learn the lessons this challenging 
period in history has taught us.

There were moments, particularly 
in the dark, early days, when it was 
unclear which path this virus would lead 
us along. There was panic-buying in 
the shops, chaos reigned. But as we 
settled, a different story emerged: one of 
compassion, community and support.

I learned you only truly get the measure 
of a person’s character when they are put 
under pressure. As the world collapsed, 
our staff continued to provide the stability 
and structure children need to feel safe 
and supported.

When remote learning was introduced, 
they were ready, classes ran to the 
same timetable as a normal school day. 
Across all schools, we had a 95 per cent 
attendance for online learning.

‘Qualities of kindness shone through’
For free school-meal children, we 

delivered food to their door. Thousands of 
calls, emails and home visits were made to 
make sure our children and families were 
coping.

Through lockdowns, schools’ closures and 
while they were open, despite an explosion 
of Covid cases, our staff went above and 
beyond every single day.

We learned the basic human instinct – not 
just for teachers but for all of us – was to 
help one another.

In the next 
year, as we go 
back to normal, 
it will be easy to 
allow everyday 
frustrations to 
return.

But we must all try 
to remember in our darkest hours it 
was qualities of kindness, humanity and 
community that shone through.

Have a great Easter.

Games consoles were available to students during the XLP visit
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CLASS ACTS: Our 
students have been 
voting for their 
favourite teacher 
this term. 

YEAR 10 students donned their best business 
attire for a career aspirations day exploring their 
future work opportunities.

The day was designed to help them make big 
decisions about their education as they come up to 
their GCSEs. 

The event focused on the essential skills students 
will need to get a job, including CV writing, 
interview techniques and preparing for work 
experience.

Careers lead Ms Ahmed said: “It helped students 
think about their future careers and prepare them 
for the world of work.”

Preparing for 
world of work

Good sports help officiate games
OUR sports ambassadors have been 
showcasing their maturity and leadership by 
running events for younger students.

They have been promoting sport at the 
school as well as organising and officiating 
sporting games for Year 7s.

Year 8 student Ryan said: “It has really 

helped to build my confidence because 
sport is something that I am good at. It feels 
good to help others.”

 Year 8 student Leila (pictured above left 
with Ryan) said: “We have promoted lots 
of events at the school this term including 
netball, football and table tennis.”

nn OUR Year 8 netball team (above) tasted 
success over local rivals Bobby Moore 
Academy winning 4-0. Team captain 
Raihana said: “Netball is fun to play, helps 
you make friends and is good exercise. 

“I am really enjoying being part of the 
team.”

Legal advice 
from law firm
STUDENTS will get one-to-one mentoring from 
trainee lawyers at top legal firm Clifford Chance.

The Year 10s have been assigned a mentor who 
will work with them on career skills and university 
pathways. They will have fortnightly online 
meetings with their mentors as well as correspond 
over email for the next two terms.

There will also be the opportunity for work-
experience placements as society begins to open 
up post-pandemic. 

Students will learn life skills including 

interview techniques, writing CVs and university 
applications and professional conduct in the 
workplace.

Year 10 Maya said: “I am really enjoying this 
mentor programme so far. My mentor is a black 
woman and I am black so it makes me feel like 
people from my background can really succeed. 
I really want to be a lawyer but you sometimes 
get the feeling it is a job for white men but seeing 
a black woman do it gives me confidence of 
achieving my dream.”

BACK OF THE NET: Year 10 boys footballers 
have been representing the borough. 
Deandre, Akuda and Bolibenga helped 
Newham district beat Islington 3-1 this term. 
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STUDENTS embraced the magic of literature 
as they celebrated World Book Day.

Our theme was ‘Blast from the past’, and 
students and teachers dressed up as their 
favourite historical and literary characters.  

The school also filled the day with 
celebrations of reading and activities including 
prizes for best costume. 

Students shared their love of reading by 
taking part in fun-filled activities including 
a Where’s Wally? game, a scavenger hunt, 
‘guess the teacher’ and ‘guess the book’. 

Meanwhile, Year 8 students were treated 
to a talk from comedian and star of YouTube 
smash Diary of a Badman, Humza Arshad.

ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? 
Students have been making their own 
lino-printed cushion covers.

STUDENTS learned about life studying 
creative and art subjects at A-level as the 
school marked Careers Week.

They were shown examples of fine art, 
photography, 3D designs and textiles 
sketchbooks created by previous students at 
Leyton Sixth Form.

Year 11 student Pedro said: “The talk at 
Leyton Sixth Form was really inspirational 
for me because now I am going to go there 
and study A-levels in art.”

Getting creative 
in search of a 
career choice

Students visited Leyton Sixth Form as 
part of Careers Week

ANTI-BULLYING: Students sent a clear message that bullying will not be tolerated at 
Cumberland Community School at inter-schools conference.

Getting into characterGetting into character
The talented performer talked to students 

about his book series, Little Badman as well 
as his work as an ambassador for YouTube’s 
Creators For Change campaign. 

Year 7 student Raeesha said: “The best part 
of World Book Day is always the dressing-
up part because you get to express yourself 
through how you dress.

“It is always a fun day but it has purpose 
because it encourages you try new books and 
to love reading.”

Year 7 student Numra said: “I like the 
dressing up bit because you ask people who 
they are and that inspires you to read the 
book.”

Staff and students dressed up for the World Book Day



6  The Cumberland Community School Newsletter               Spring 2022   

YEAR 7 students took part in a competitive 
Spelling Bee, which helped improve their 
knowledge of words.

The best spellers from each form competed 
to be crowned the Year 7 Spelling Bee 
Champion.

Every correct word earned the speller a 
point as the crowd cheered them on with a £20 
Amazon voucher for the winner. 

Student Eesaa came in first. Eesaa said: “I 
feel really happy and pleased to have won 
because there were lots of good spellers in the 
competition as well as me.

“The last word was actually ‘New Zealand’, 
which is not the hardest word we had been 
given but I had to get it and I did.”

The runners-up were Wyatt and Aidan. They 
will now go on to compete at the Spelling Bee 
final in June.  

Aidan said: “I really enjoyed it and am not 
disappointed in coming second. It is better than 
coming last.”

Wyatt said: I am proud of myself. Getting 
close and doing so well but not quite winning 
is a bit disappointing.”

Year 7s have a way 
with words for trophy

Off to universityOff to university
OUR Year 10 students toured the campus 
at one of the world best universities, 

Gonville & Caius College, 
Cambridge, as part of Careers 

Week celebrations this 
term.

Student Eesaa claimed 
first prize in the 
competition
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OUR brilliant debating team put their skills to the 
test on the big stage at a national competition.

The Cumberland debaters, consisting of two 
teams of students, impressed judges as they took 
on schools from across the UK in the Debate Mate 
contest.

Held virtually, the contest consisted of four 
rounds based on parliamentary-style discussions, 
arguing in opposition to the motion: ‘This House 
believes that developing countries should ban 
companies with negative environmental practices 
from operating within them’.

Team A won their first debate after 
communicating their points clearly and backed 
them up with thoughtful evidence and examples. 

Year 9 student Roisin said: “The participation 
in Debate Mate has been really positive for me 
because it has really helped in all areas of my 
school life. I am much more confident now 
because when you have to get up and debate with 
someone in front of lots of people it makes you 
less scared of other situations.”

PARTY TIME: Our languages team celebrated the end of half term with a Mexican-
style fiesta.

Teams express their 
views in competition

OUR talented drama students will perform in 
a professional production of Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth. 

The Cumberland Theatre Company has 
been rehearsing for the performance at the 
Albany Theatre in south London during The 
Shakespeare for Schools Festival on March 
29. 

The cast will perform the story, but with a 
modern and unconventional twist. Our story 
follows Macbeth and his ‘hooded demons’ as 
they try to claim the crown of their estate.

Year 9 student Ilay, who recently auditioned 

for The Brit School, is playing the title 
character. He said: “It is a modern take on a 
classic so hopefully it will be of interest to the 
audience who watches it.

 “I have really enjoyed being involved in 
this drama project. It has made me more 
confident and able to express myself in a more 
creative way.”

Tear 8 student Arsanaan said: “I have 
learned a lot about team work from being 
involved with this drama project. It has 
encouraged me to get involved in other things 
happening around the school.”

A new twist on the Scottish play Maturity shown 
at assembly
STUDENTS learned about the horrors 
of Nazi Germany during an assembly in 
commemoration of Holocaust Memorial Day. 

The school gathered to learn about the 
atrocity against Jewish people and other 
minorities, as well as having classroom 
discussions on discrimination.

Teachers said students showed exceptional 
maturity and emotional intelligence and were 
able to fully engage with the topic.

Knowing the law
YEAR 10 student and head 
girl Chenor (right) took one 
step closer to her dream 
career in law after a work-
experience placement.

She worked as an 
administration assistant at 
solicitors Nasim & Co, 
based in East London.

The budding lawyer 
spent a week working alongside 
staff specialising in family, divorce and 
imigration law. Her duties included organising 
documents, writing to courts, and filing 
applications.

She said: “What I found really helpful was it 
developed strong initiative.

“The experience informed me on the several 
law degrees  and qualifications that are required, 
as well as the different grounds surrounding law, 
as they can specialise in many legal aspects.”
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OUR Head Teacher Mr Deria met the newly 
elected head students to discuss ways to 
improve the school for everyone.

Chenor and Jaden want to leave a lasting 
legacy by using their position to make a positive 
contribution to the school community.

Following discussion with their peers on the 
student council, they requested more seating for 
pupils to work or socialise in during lunchtime.

They discussed changes to the school to make 
it more appealing including making the water 
fountains more user-friendly and reducing 
queuing times during breaks.  

Head Student Jaden said: “I think it is great 
that the head teacher agreed to meet us because 
it shows the students that they take us seriously 
and want to hear our thoughts.

“We talked about lots of things but what we 
both want is to make the school a calmer and 
safer place for students and staff, and Mr Deria 
agreed.”

Head Student Chenor said: “For me it was 
talking about important issues for students, such 
as bullying and mental health.

“Mr Deria was very good and took our 
thoughts on board and said we could work 
together to make changes.

Mr Deria said: “I was extremely impressed 
with the maturity and leadership the new head 
students displayed in our conversations and 
meeting.

“They seem very passionate and determined 
to represent their peers and the school and be 
positive role models.”

Chenor and Jaden with Mr Deria. Our head 
students are working with the student council 
(inset), which took the next step in improving 
standards within the school by working on the 
student safeguarding plan

Head students 
make their case

A NEW CHAPTER: Our year 8 reading champions read the most books, and took and passed the most quizzes. 

Encouraged 
to Speak Out
TWO students have 
been selected to 
represent the school 
at the Jack Petchey’s 
Speak Out Challenge

Year 10s Chenor 
and Rahan (right)
came through a 
rigorous selection 
process at a public 
speaking workshop.

They will have to deliver a self-
penned one-minute talk on a chosen subject, 
which will then be judged by a panel.

Jack Petchey’s Speak Out Challenge is the 
world’s biggest youth speaking event, with 
communication skills training delivered by 
Speakers Trust.

Making the 
sums add up
BRIGHT students have earned their place 
among the top mathematicians in the country 
after scoring top marks in a nationwide 
competition.

Student Tasfiha was the best performing 
student in the school and was among those 
awarded gold in the prestigious UKMT 
challenge.

Silver winners were Syed, Ali, Rafee, 
Amaan, Ariana, Kazi, and Ridwan.

The test was taken in school under normal 
exam conditions. An estimated 300,000 
students from across UK are said to have 
taken part in the challenge.


