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Standing together Standing together 
against the bulliesagainst the bullies

THE school celebrated each other’s difference  
by hosting a kindness quiz, a photography 
competition and encouraging students to  
wear odd socks.
     There was also a poster competition,  
kindness postcards and an assembly as the 
school marked Anti-Bullying Week.
     Teachers sported tee shirts with the school 
anti-bullying motto “Be an upstander not a 
bystander” to help those being bullied.
     Year 8 student, Raihana said: “The school 
did a lot to encourage us to participate in it. 
The activities were really enjoyable and fun.
     “I really liked the quiz, and I think it 
helped lots of people to understand the 
difference between being a bystander and an 
upstander. 
     Year 10 Student Ambassador, Sabrine, said: 
“Anti-Bullying Week was a major success for 
raising awareness about bullying, why it is 
wrong and its consequences on the victims. 
     “The activities that were promoted around 
school help all students extend their learning 
by identifying signs of bullying.”
     Teacher, Ms Shine, said: “This year, more 
than ever, we witnessed the importance of 
how small acts of kindness can go a long way 
in brightening someone’s day. 
     “Our main aim was to raise awareness of 
this important issue.”

DEPUTY Headteacher and Designated  
Safeguarding Lead, Ms Brown, talks about 
the importance bullying prevention at the 
school. 
     “It is unlikely there is anyone reading  
this newsletter who has not experienced or 
witnessed bullying at some stage on their lives. 
     “To be bullied, either as an adult or a child 
is a lonely and crushing experience which can 
leave a permanent mark. 
    “To see someone being bullied is also a 
frightening experience, often you’d want to 
say something but perhaps don’t have the 
tools to intervene. 
     “This term we have been teaching our 
students to stand up, to not be a bystander to 
bullying, to be an upstanders. 
     “It means, having the confidence to do 
something when you see someone being 
bullied. That means perhaps telling a teacher, 
or, if you feel safe perhaps stepping in to stop 
the bullying in the moment. 
     “These workshops help students to feel 
comfortable to play their part in helping this 
school become a bullying free zone. 
     “Stamping out bullying though does not 
happen in a week after a few assemblies, it 
happens when you create a culture where it is 
considered unacceptable to bully someone. 
     “As a safeguard team we work every day 
to make the school a safe, supportive and 
welcoming place for our students.”

Students fully supported this 
year’s Anti-Bullying Week.

Year 10 student, Gizela, has 
created this highly impressive 
Anti-Bullying Week keyring 
inspired by the theme of One 
Kind Word. 

Our students created posters to mark this 
year’s Anti-Bullying Week campaign. 
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Samir samples House 
of Lords

Options galore 
at careers fair
OVER 300 students got a boost to their  
future career prosects after attending a  
careers fair this term.
     This year’s event was a huge success  
with a record number of organisations  
participating, including Dagenham College, Sir 
George Monoux College and Leyton Orient FC.
     Students were given flashcards with  
questions to ask the organisations at the  
carousel-style event, organised by Ms Brandt. 
     Year 11 student, Davon, said: “Having been 
so restricted with lockdown, it was great to 
learn what options are out there when I leave 
Cumberland.
     “I was interested in speaking to the repre-
sentative from the Royal Air Force and learning 
about their opportunities.”
     Year 11 student, Myesha, said: “I wasn’t 
aware of all those colleges until attending the 
fair. It was a fantastic opportunity.”

FORMER student Samir spent the day being 
treated like a VIP after scooping a top award for 
volunteering and fundraising.
     He was awarded a British Citizen Youth 
medal and took his family along to the House of 
Lords for the presentation at the end of October.
     He also helped raise money at his local 
library, and was praised as an award winner 
for speaking up for other young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.
     He was previously recognised for his charity 
work by the Mayor of London and the Mayor 
of Newham.
     Samir, who has been fundraising for charity 
since he was 13, said: “I started raising money 
for charity at Cumberland Community School.
     “I organised an event where we sold 
soap and lip balm that we’d made and I did 
some baking. I have helped raise £9,000 for 
charities.”
     Samir now attends top fee-paying  
school Mount Kelly College in Devon after 
winning an all-expenses paid scholarship via 
Cumberland Community School’s Prestigious 
Colleges Programme. 
     He said: “It was great to go to the House  
of Lords, of course I’ve never been there  
before and it was quite an experience. It was  
not something that happens every day. 
     “They really did treat us like VIPs. 
Everything was so well prepared for us. I sat 
with another winner and was able to meet lots 
of people.”

Samir was presented  
the award by Nicky Cox 
MBE, Editor, First News.
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Marking Black History Month

School name change reflects  
the importance of community
WILLIAM Shakespeare once wrote: 
“What’s in a name? That which we call a 
rose by any other name would smell just  
as sweet.”
     I am no scholar of the Bard but what 
I think he was suggesting was names 
in themselves do not create worth but, 
instead, it is intrinsic qualities that derive  
meaning.
      It was this which crossed my mind when 
I was considering whether to change the 
name of our school.
     Ultimately, the school will be judged not 
on its name or any of the associated clever 
branding but whether or not we can deliver 
a world class education.
     That said, I felt given how much  
we have evolved as a school in recent 
years that we had outgrown our current title.
     I considered first dispensing with the 
Cumberland part completely but decided 
it remained part of the rich heritage of the 
school and the community we have served 

for generations.
     Which brings me neatly to the second 
part of our new name.
     As a headteacher I am driven by a 
sense of social justice; that background 
should not be a barrier to success, that 
every child should have the chance to fulfil 
their potential.
     The school has changed immeasurable 
in recent years; we are set to rival our part-
ners at Forest Gate Community School as 
the most academically able in the borough 
and beyond; an idea unthinkable just two 
years ago. 
     What has not changed is our place as a 
school that sits proudly at the very centre of 
our community; serving our families.
     We will continue to strive to be better, we 
will continue to grow, evolve and challenge 
the status quo. We will not be shifted from 
our mission.
     That is why I am proud to say we are 
Cumberland Community School.

Headteacher, Mr Deria,  
talks about his decision to 
change the school’s name  
as we look forward to an 
exciting new era...

Mr Deria is pictured 
addressing students as part 
of a series of events the 
school hosted to mark this 
year’s Black History Month.

CUMBERLAND Community School marked Black History 
Month with a series of activities and events celebrating  
current and historical black, Asian and minority ethnic figures.
     Throughout the month there was an array of fun,  
interactive workshops that allowed the students to explore 
issues such as privilege, equality and the Black Lives Matter 
movement, as well as some inspirational modern figures. 
     Teachers and students celebrated alike, with the former 
wearing badges detailing famous quotes from iconic figures. 
     Students enjoyed the chance to put forward their own 
ideas and even had the opportunity to experience hot- 
spotting from the perspective of national heroes. 
     Year 7 Lorella said: “It was a fantastic celebration at the 
school, the activities were fun but also very inspirational.
     “The exercises made me think about all the people who 
are standing up for black rights both now and in the past.”
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A NEW arts project has given our students the 
chance to unleash their creative talents.
     This term they have been taking part in extra-
curricular arts, drama and music workshops.
     The Carousel Project has been introduced to 
broaden the curriculum and encourage students 
to engage with art subjects.
     Year 9 student, Jannat, said: “I was one of 
the students to participate and decided to draw a 
jungle theme on the communal sheet as part of 
the art project. 
     “It was very exciting and was a creative and 
unique thing to do. 
     “Everyone was given the freedom to draw 
whatever they wanted.”
     The fruits of their hard work in the project 
were put on display in the school library.

”
“

Dedication 
appreciated

Jump on the 
arts Carousel

There are many wonderful things about 
being the headteacher of a school. 
     I relish the challenge of not only 
being responsible for one class but all 
of them. 
     Taking big decisions comes  
with a lot of responsibility. Success  
or failure the buck stops with me. 
     To do this job properly you need 
to dedicate yourself to it, you have to 
believe in the transformational impact 
of education. 
     Nowhere was that better illustrated 
than on a recent television programme 
I watched featuring singer, Adele. 
     Reunited with her old English  
teacher, she was overcome with  
emotion and gratitude for this person 
who helped to inspire her. 
     When I read this newsletter, I see 
that same footprint of great teaching. 
I see the teacher who mentors the 

students to scholarship. 
     It was the staff members that  
organised a maths competition, a trip 
to the theatre for Year 7’s to watch a 
pantomime and the various sports
matches that have occurred this term. 
     The staff here know that a great 
teacher leaves an indelible mark  
on a young persons life with their  
generosity, talent and warmth. 
     These are the people that I am 
proud to call my peers. People 
who have dedicated themselves  
to improving the lives of our students.  
I believe it to be a noble cause. 
     At a time when we count our  
blessings, I give thanks for my  
colleagues. The best of the best. 
     Finally, I’d like to wish you all a  
very Merry Christmas. Hope you  
have a well deserved break. We will 
see you next year.

Headteacher, Mr Deria, counts his blessings as our teachers 
show remarkable dedication throughout times of difficulty...

Omar Deria, 
Headteacher.

Dahl Day full 
of characters
STUDENTS celebrated the  
work of legendary children’s  
author, Roald Dahl, by acting  
out scenes from his books. 
     They also designed book-
marks based on the characters 
sketched by Dahl collaborator 
and artist, Quentin Blake.

Poetry power
STUDENTS were inspired by 
stories of self-empowerment when 
writing for National Poetry Day.
     Their poems addressed over-
coming insecurities and pride in 
school and friendships.
     Year 8 student, Amy, won first 
place in the school-wide poetry 
contest with Year 7 students,  
Farhan and Rohan, second and 
third, respectively.

Students will get 
the chance to be 
creative on The 
Carousel Project.
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Name: Miss Pirinc.

Specialism is MFL  — Modern Foreign 
Languages, I am a Teacher of Spanish.

The best thing about being a  
teacher? I can have a positive impact 
on students’ lives and their education. 
As a teacher, alongside helping the 
students learn, I am always learning 
something new every day!

The biggest challenge of teaching?  
It is often described as the ability to 
control challenging behaviour as it  
stops teaching and disrupts learning. 
However, here at Cumberland  
Community School we have a range  
of routines and systems in place to 
support teachers in managing  
behaviour and promoting a positive 
learning environment. 

Interesting fact? I speak Turkish,  
English, French and Spanish. 

OUR pioneering Year 8 transition  
ambassadors will pass the baton to  
their younger peers after a year of  
representing the school.
     Over the last year, they have played  
a vital role in promoting the school to 
local primary schools’ parents and  
children.
     Our ambassadors wrote welcome 
letters to Year 6 pupils, supported the 
summer school for primary pupils and 
led poetry chanting at local primary 
schools.
     The next cohort of ambassadors for 

2022 will be selected by tutors and Head 
of Learning, Mr Robinson.
     Transition Lead, Ms Janes said:   
“The transition ambassadors have a  
vital role to play in promoting our  
school with our feeder primary school 
communities.
     “I thank our outgoing ambassadors 
for the active role they have played in 
supporting the transition from primary 
to secondary school.
     “I am sure they will offer their  
support and advice to the new cohort 
taking over this term.”

STUDENTS hoping to win scholarships 
to top fee-paying schools this term visited 
Chigwell School. 
     Those applying for a place in the sixth 
form at the £18,000 a year school met 
current students and toured the campus.
     Year 11 student, Reyhana, said: “It was an 
incredible day. The facilities are absolutely 
amazing and everyone is friendly.
     “Attending a school like this would 

provide me with so many opportunities. 
It would really open doors for me.”
     Fellow student, Mohib, said: “I really 
enjoyed the experience of attending a 
university-style lecture. It was really 
informative”
     “The evening ended with a delicious 
dinner, before we made our way back 
to Cumberland. I hope to be joining the 
school next year.

New Teacher Profile

Ambassadors happy to help

Aiming for scholarship

Student ambassadors at 
New City Primary School.



Project helps 
drive results
BRIGHT students are on course  
to score the very top grades 9’s  
in their GCSE exams thanks to  
a pioneering new virtual school.
     The Community Schools Trust  
is running a series of online  
workshops in maths, English and 
science to help students attain the 
very top grades.
     Each subject is taught by a 
specialist from across the network 
of schools, meaning students get 
access to the very best education. 
     Headteacher, Mr Deria, said: 
“This is one of the benefits with 
working with a high achieving 
Trust. We can draw in expertise 
from different schools.
     “The school is committed to 
helping students attaining the 
very best possible grades, and this 
programme will certainly make a 
contribution to that.”

A GROUNDBREAKING teaching tool  
used at Cumberland Community School has 
been nominated for a prestigious education 
award.
     The Dynamic Progress Report (DPR) 
helped students stay up to date with learning 
during lockdown school closures. 
     It has now been shortlisted for a Teach  
Secondary award in the Assessment category.
     The DPR tool was created by Mr Zaman 
who is the Deputy CEO of The Community 
Schools Trust.
     The online portal helps track student  
progress in real time to make sure they  
are staying up to-date with their work.
     It means parents can make sure their 
child is not falling behind by logging onto 
the portal to check they have completed key 
pieces of work.
     Mr Zaman said: “Personally and  
professionally I am honoured that the DPR 
has received this award.
     “Above all DPR is a tool that empowers 
teachers, students and families to stay  
engaged and on top of learning.
     “It allowed us to switch smoothly and  
seamlessly from in person classroom  

Online learning 
tool nominated 
for accolade 

Mr Zaman developed the Dynamic 
Progress Report and is delighted it 
has been nominated for an award.

learning to delivering the curriculum online 
and crucially, to carry out high quality  
teaching and learning, which in return 
achieved a high level of student engagement 
and motivation. 
     “Our attendance for online lessons  
during lockdown significantly higher than 
both the private and the state school  
average.
     “Over 90 per cent of our students across 
our trust log onto DPR more than five times  
a week. It’s been a game changer.”

OUR budding wordsmiths put their 
skills to the test at the school’s 
annual spelling bee – now in its 
seventh year.
     Students from each form group 
were nominated by their peers to 
do battle at the grand finale.
     Student Esam emerged  
victorious in a tough fought battle 
claiming first place with Tanvir and 
Yasin in joint second place.
     Head of Literacy, Ms Yusuf said: 
“Students cheered, encouraged, and 
supported their peers wonderfully 
in a close-fought battle.”

Esam shows a 
way with words  
to triumph at 
spelling bee

Spelling bee winner, Esam, is 
presented with his certificate.
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GOVERNMENT social mobility tzar  
Katherine Birbalsingh recently praised  
Cumberland Community School.
     Our Headteacher, Mr Deria, visited  
Michaela School in October with other head- 
teachers from the Community Schools Trust.
     Mr Deria said: “Katherine Birbalsingh has 
been very supportive of the school and has been 
very impressed with the work we are doing.

    

“She is doing incredible work at her school and 
we came away with lots of exciting new ideas we 
can use at Cumberland Community School.”

Cumberland receives praise
EUROPEAN Languages Week 
burst into life when students were 
asked to dance as part of plays 
organised by the MFL department.
     The pantomime style perfor-
mances centred around a young 
man preparing for the village gala. 
     Told in Spanish and French, 
it included vocabulary related to 
food; weather and numbers and 
time and featured juggling and 
ladder climbing.
     Student Asiya said: “My French 
teacher already does a great job 
of making language learning fun 
but this play took that to the next 
level.
     Student Fatema said: “It was 
very fun and interactive and I 
really liked it. It was really funny 
when they asked people to dance 
and they even sprayed water on us 
at one point.”

OUR Headteacher shared his experiences  
of diversity in leadership at an event which 
included debates with MPs David Lammy  
and Kim Johnson.
     Mr Deria took part in the Teachers Like  
Me conference held at Francis Holland  
Independent School, London.
     The conference looked at how to build more 
ethnically diverse staff rooms at schools across 
the UK.
     Mr Deria told the panel about his own time at 
school and reaffirmed his belief in the power of a 
good education.
     Speaking after the event, he said: “I was 
honoured to have been given the opportunity to 
speak with my peers on an issue I feel is very 
important.
     “What drives me as a leader now is the belief 
that to help a child reach their potential, we must 
first instil confidence within them.
     “I believe passionately in the power of a good 
education, and the difference it makes, particu-
larly to those from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
     The event was hosted by fee paying inde-
pendent school, Francis Holland, who this year 
have offered two full scholarships to students 
from Cumberland Community School.
     The panel also discussed breaking down  
barriers BAME teachers face in attaining leader-
ship roles. 
     Head of Francis Holland, Charles Fillingham, 
said: “Schools have never been more important 
as powerful agents of change. 
     “This conference shows that schools are 
determined to build a more inclusive society 
without barriers.”

Mr Deria speaks at event Mr Deria speaks at event 
on diversity in education on diversity in education 

Cumberland Community School Headteacher, 
Mr Deria, spoke passionately about changing 
attitudes in education at the Teachers Like Me 
conference in London. 

Mr Deria, alongside Katharine Mr Deria, alongside Katharine 
Birbalsingh and other Birbalsingh and other 
headteachers on a visit  headteachers on a visit  
to Michaela School.to Michaela School.

TOP TWEET
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EX-YEAR 11 students collecting 
their GCSE certificates.

HUGE thanks to parents who have been 
keeping up with their children’s education 
at our coffee mornings.

OUR students attending City of London’s 
Open Day as part of the Prestigious  
Colleges Programme. 

YEAR 7 students have been getting  
creative with their face mask designs for 
their first textile project.

YEAR 8 students were inspired by the art of George Seurat to 
create their own wonderful pieces.

FORMER student, Saima,  
has graduated from SOAS 
university and is now  
studying to be a teacher.

PICTURE
PARADE

STUDENT Fedonia has created this incredible self-portrait.

STUDENTS taking a quiz on the latest book they read STUDENTS taking a quiz on the latest book they read 
for the Accelerated Reader Programme.for the Accelerated Reader Programme.


