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I want to pay tribute 
to our students  
who have grasped 
these wonderful  
opportunities with 
both hands...
Headteacher, Mr Rahman

Students take 
next step with 
scholarships

STUDENTS will attend the top independent 
schools in the country after earning all  
expenses-paid scholarships thanks to our  
Prestigious Colleges Programme (PCP).  
     The Year 11 students came through a rigorous 
selection process which included an aptitude 
test, interviews and personal statements. 
     Mount Kelly, Wycombe Abbey School,  
Francis Holland and Wellington College were 
among the top fee-paying schools offering places.  
     Through the PCP, the school has now helped 
a remarkable 32 students earn scholarships 
worth over £2.5m. 
     It includes two students who have won places 
at Eton College which counts Prime Minster 
Boris Johnson and princes Harry and William 
among its alumni. 
     New Headteacher, Mr Rahman, said: “Credit 
must go to the brilliant Prestigious Colleges 
Programme team. 
     “The latest eight students to win a place at 
fee-paying schools means students at this school 
have now earned over £2m in scholarship fees 
paid, which is amazing.
     “Firstly, I would like to thank our partners in 
the Prestigious Colleges Programme. Without 
their incredible generosity none of this would be 
possible. 
     “I want to pay tribute to our students who 
have grasped these wonderful opportunities with 
both hands.”
     Tamin will study A Levels in maths, physics 
and biology at Mount Kelly in Devon. 
     He said: “I am really excited about living  
in Devon. Yes, it will be a big change from 
Newham but the students are all the same age 
and so I think we will get on.”
     Shiloh will study art, geography, chemistry 
and maths at Wellington College. She said: “I 
am so grateful to the school for giving me this 
incredible chance. I know that these types of 
opportunities do not come along very often in 
life and I intend to grab it with both hands. 
     Reyhana will attend Chigwell School, where 
she will study geography, psychology and  
biology. She said: “It has been a real roller- 
coaster getting to this stage but I know it has 
been worth it. It is incredible that students are 
given this opportunity.”
     Leigh, will cross London to attend St Helen’s 
School in Northwood. She will study geography, 
psychology and classics. 
     She said: “It was a week before the deadline 
when I signed up, so I was among the last, but 
am so glad I did because I am now going to a 
brilliant school.”
     Student Mana has been offered a place  
at Francis Holland School whose alumni  
include actress Sienna Miller and model Cara 
Delevingne. She will study biology, chemistry 
and maths at their Regents Park campus next 
September.  
     She said: “It is an amazing school with a big 

Group face exciting challenge at best 
fee-paying schools in the country...
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history and lots of famous people going there. 
     “I am nervous because it’s a big step even 
though its only across London.” 
     Honey will attend Wycombe Abbey to  
study English literature, politics, classic studies,  
and psychology. She has her sights set on  
becoming a barrister. 
     She said: “It is a huge honour for me to win a 
place at a school like Wycombe Abbey. This kind 
of opportunity is just not available in the area I 
come from.”
     Fauzaan will travel to become a boarder at 
Mount Kelly, where he will study physics, maths, 
business and politics.  
     He said: “It is exciting but it is also a bit  
nerve wracking because it is a long way and this 
will be the first time I am so far away from my 
family.” 

Our students are looking ahead to the next phase of 
their education at the UK’s top fee-paying schools.
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A time of change and fine achievement
Headteacher, Mr Rahman, looks back on a 
memorable term at the school.  

I would like to start with a heart-
felt thank you to all of the staff, 
students and families who have 
made me feel so welcome as the 
new headteacher at this school. 
     Having been the Deputy 
Headteacher, I know this school 
very well, so I feel well placed to  
continue the outstanding work of my  
predecessor Mr Deria.  
     As you will read in this newsletter, the 
school continues to be successful because  
of the exceptionally hardworking teachers, 

support staff and children.  
     Behind every success, whether it be 

sporting or academic, invariably there is 
a teacher or member of staff who went 
above and beyond for their students.  
     Looking back on the many stories 
of student success this term, it has 
been hard to pick any one highlight. 

     Our students have once again made 
the school very proud by winning places 

at top fee-paying schools via the Prestigious 
Colleges Programme. 
     Among them is Year 11 Shiloh, who has two 
reasons to celebrate this term after also having 
her work was featured in an exhibition for the 
Royal Academy of Art. 

     Elsewhere, we have two students heading 
to the world-famous Brit School to follow in 
the footsteps of household names, including 
superstar singer Adele. 
     This term, we say goodbye to our Year 11 
students. It is a bittersweet moment because 
you are sad to see them go but also excited for 
the next step on their journey. They have been 
a lovely group of students, showing resilience 
and courage through difficult times. 
     We hope to celebrate their exam results in 
August knowing that they have revised hard 
and shown commitment and perseverance.  
     It just remains for me to wish our families a 
restful summer break. We will see you again in 
September.  

”
“Mount Kelly isn’t  
only a community but 
a family, especially 
if you’re a boarder. 
There is always a  
variety of activities  
to enjoy...
Student, Diana

STUDENTS in the popular Design  
Technology Club are getting classroom  
ready by making their own pencil 
cases. 
     They learned the practical skills to 
create other small items such as bags 
and bird boxes which can be placed 
around school. 
     Year 8 Eva said: “I joined the club 
after I was in the cooking club to learn 
some new skills. I have really enjoyed 
all the new stuff we have been making.” 
     Year 8 Rokas said: “The club was 
very interesting and I have learned so 
many new skills that I can use to help 
out around the house.”

Design students on the case

FORMER Cumberland students now studying 
at fee-paying school Mount Kelly have settled 
well into life at their new school. 
     Felipe, Samir, Diana, Diya and Kira  
were all offered places at the picturesque  
independent school in Devon winning places  
via our Prestigious Colleges Programme. 
     Felipe has taken up new sports including  
rugby and hockey since joining the school.  
He said “Mount Kelly encourages its students 
to step out of their comfort zones, allowing 
students to truly flourish.” 
     Samir said: “My time at Mount Kelly  
has thus far been rewarding and enriching,  
as I have been able to take part in numerous 
extracurricular activities, and have learned  
new sports such as basketball.
     Diya said: “Mount Kelly provides such a 
well-rounded education that not only focuses 
on academia but also on the growth that occurs 
outside the classroom.” 
     Diana said: “Mount Kelly isn’t only a 
community but a family, especially if you’re a 
boarder. There is always a variety of activities 
to enjoy. It is filled with opportunities to flourish 
and grow into our next big stage in life.” 
     Kira said: “With incredible support from 
teachers and peers, Mount Kelly is the perfect 
place to grow and build your confidence and do 
well academically.” 

Students enjoying life
at Mount Kelly

Group’s experience at top fee-paying 
school is exciting and rewarding...

Our former students have embraced 
the opportunity to study at Mount Kelly.

Members of our Design Technology Club 
enjoyed making their own pencil cases.
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Former student  
returns to school  
to show what can 
be achieved with 
hard work and  
determination...

A DETERMINED former student who  
door-knocked his way to a top job in the City 
has returned to his to roots at Cumberland  
Community School to launch his new book. 
     Reggie Nelson was back in the library where 
he revised for his GCSE exams to talk to current 
students this term. 
     He told youngsters about his journey from 
a council estate in Custom House to his dream 
job in finance just a few miles down the road in 
Canary Wharf. 
     Reggie knocked on the doors of the richest 
people in the UK to find out the skills needed  
to acquire wealth. His story came to wider 
prominence following a BBC documentary  
in 2018. 
     His new book Opening Doors delves into his 
family history, background and the reason why 
he felt he needed to take such drastic action.  
     Reggie said: “The reason I wanted to come 
back to Cumberland Community School was 
because I am very grateful. It was here that the 
seeds were sown to become the person I am 
today. 
     “It was the teachers here who at the time 
I thought were just getting on my back were 
actually setting me on the path to what I have 
achieved. 
     “I walked the same halls as the young people 
I am talking to today. I tell them, if I can do it 
you can do it.” 

Reggie’s on the write 
track with new book 

”
     Year 10 student David comes from the  
same area in Custom House as Reggie. He said: 
“I could not wait to meet Reggie; the students 
have been talking about it all day. 
     “He grew up near where I live now. He has 
lived the same life I have lived but has been very 
successful. He is a huge inspiration to us here at 
Cumberland and in East London.” 
     Assistant headteacher Mr Jagwani said: 
“Many of us remember Reggie as a student here 
at the school. He has turned from a very impres-
sive teenager into a very impressive young man. 
     “We are very pleased to have him here 
because he always leaves a very positive  
impression on our students. He is such an 
incredible inspiration to students.”  Reggie Nelson

“It was the teachers 
here who, at the time, 
I thought were getting 
on my back but were 
actually setting me on 
the path to what I have 
achieved.... 

YEAR 7 Farhan will have a tree planted in his honour 
after winning a poster competition to mark Earth Day. 
     He focused on a positive message of what steps need 
to be taken to reduce carbon emissions for the competition 
run by the Pinnacle Group. 
     The tree will be planted within the school grounds with 
a commemorative plaque. Farhan said: “It is amazing to 
think in years to come the tree will be here as a mark of 
my poster. 
     “I am so proud to have won because it is an amazing 
prize. I think environmental issues are very important for 
young people because we care a lot about the planet.” 

Tree-mendous prize

Reggie Nelson signed copies 
of his new book for students.
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AN INFORMAL chat to a hairdresser has 
set a budding actress on the path to fame 
and fortune, helping her to land places at the 
world-famous stage school. 
     Teen star in the making Ilay dreamed of 
treading the boards from as far back as she 
could remember. 
     She has had the chance to showcase her skills 
during her time as a student at Cumberland but 
dreamed of a life on the stage. 
     It was her mum’s stylist who suggested 
she audition after for a place at the world- 
famous Brit School whose alumni include 
global sensation Adele. 
     Working with her drama teacher at  
Cumberland she set about applying for a 
place before being offered an audition. 
     Ilay had been offered a place on the  
two-year theatre course where she will be 
taught by tutors who have helped to produce 
a conveyor belt of top stars.  
     Ilay said: “It was so strange because if  
my mum did not have that conversation then 
I don’t know if I would be here today talking 
about going to Brit School. 
     “The stylists’ son had won a place and 
suggested to my mum that I try. I went 

Mum’s chance chat with stylist creates 
opportunity for student at the Brit School...

Ilay will take a step closer to fulfilling her acting dream 
when she takes up a place at the famous Brit School.

I am on my way to 
the same school 
that produced 
Adele and Amy 
Winehouse and 
Tom Holland.  
I actually can’t  
believe it...

Stage set  Stage set  
for Ilay to  for Ilay to  
follow  follow  
acting acting 
dreamdream

straight to my drama teacher Miss Wiltshire 
and she was just amazing. 
     “I want to give her the biggest shout out 
because she was the one who helped me with 
every step of the process. She really went 
above and beyond. 
     “Now I am on my way to the same school 
that produced Adele and Amy Winehouse and 
Tom Holland. I actually can’t believe it.” 
     Ilay will be joined by fellow Cumberland 
student Miriam who has also won a place on 
the drama course at the Brit School. 
     She said: “I could not be happier to be  
going to this amazing school. There are so 
many famous names that it gives you con-
fidence that one day you can follow in their 
footsteps. 
     “I am hugely looking forward to learning 
new skills and meeting new people at the 
school. I want to say a big thank you to the 
school for all their support.” Student, Ilay

SCHOOL trips returned with a bang follow-
ing the loosening of Covid restrictions with 
students enjoying a trip to the West End. 
     The Year 9 drama and music students 
were treated to a showing of the hit musical 
Hamilton, and raved about the experience.  
     Ilay said: “The trip was my first time 

seeing a show in London’s West End and it 
was amazing. The venue, the performance 
just blew me away. 
     “The show gave me shivers. Seeing  
how great the lighting and the sound was 
as well as the music and dancing was just 
incredible.” 

     Rihanna, who also studies drama, said: 
“It was hands down my favourite class trip 
ever, particularly as it has been so long  
after Covid. 
     “I didn’t know too much about the  
history of the American revolution but was 
able to gain a better understanding.”

Hamilton the highlight of West End theatre trip



Cumberland Community School Newsletter Summer 2022 5

YEAR 11 student Shiloh will have her work 
showcased at The Royal Academy of Arts after 
winning a highly prestigious prize. 
     Reflections of the past was the inspiration for 
the work selected to be exhibited at the Young 
Artists’ Summer Show in July and August. 
     The artistic showcase attracts entries from 
across the UK with over 21,000 submissions. 
     Shiloh says she was shocked to be shortlisted 
but is now looking forward to seeing her work 
showcased at the prestigious gallery.  
     Shiloh said: “I did not expect this incredible 
honour because there were so many entries. To 
have my work showcased is a big achievement. 
     “The drawing is from a picture of my mum 
and it’s about reflections, looking back and how 
you see your past. 
     “I want to be an architect when I get older 
and I think having my art recognised in this  
way will look good on university applications.” 
     Shiloh has won a £100 art voucher to spend 
on art materials, as well as £500 worth of art 
materials for the school. 
     Headteacher Mr Rahman said: “I cannot  
overstate what a huge achievement it is for  
Shiloh to have her work exhibited. 
     “To be selected for special commendation by 
the President of the Royal Academy of Arts is 
truly exceptional. We are so incredibly proud.” 

Shiloh shows she has a
creative streak

Shiloh is rightly proud of 
her artistic achievement.

Talented student’s artwork selected for 
exhibition by the Royal Academy of Arts...

”
“The drawing is from  
a picture of my  
mum and it’s about 
reflections, looking 
back and how you  
see your past...

Student, Shiloh

Dressed to impress for Cultural Day
STUDENTS and staff dressed up in traditional clothing in 
homage to their heritage for Cultural Day. 
     The entire school community celebrated with stalls,  
music, dance performances and art displays from a diverse 
range of countries and cultures. 
     African drumming group, One Drum, ran workshops 
before taking part in a performance at the end of the day. 
     Rihanna was part of a dance group. She said: “It was 
great how we could all bring our own cultures and share 
them with our teachers and classmates. 
     “My dance group took in influences from lots of different 
cultures which made our performance unique. It was great 
fun and I felt proud of my heritage.” 
     Year 9 Annabel said: “I dressed up in traditional Sri  
Lankan clothes which meant my friends asked me  
questions about my culture. The day was a great way to 
bring people together.”  

Traditional clothes from all over the world 
brought a splash of colour to the school.
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STUDENTS took part in a nationwide contest 
where they pitched their ideas on how to tackle 
climate change to a mentor at consulting firm 
Deloitte. 
     Deloitte Debate Mate Club students  
suggested a sustainable project where they 
grew their own food in a greenhouse at school. 
     The food grown could be used in the 
canteen or donated to a local food bank and 
homeless shelter to help those in need.  
     The contest, held online due to Covid,  
saw the students give a Dragon’s Den style 
presentation to mentors. They will find out if 
they have won later this year.  
     Year 9 student Fatima said: “The school 
really helped to prepare us for this contest  

STUDENTS got a taste of fine dining while learning about 
life in the hospitality sector as part of a careers trip.  
     Year 8 and 9 students spent time in the kitchen and tried 
exotic dishes, including Japanese sushi on the trip this term. 
     Year 9 Sheikh said: “I’ve never eaten sushi before, and 
some students were a little hesitant to try it, but I was delighted 
by the taste. It was amazing. I never thought of cooking as 
a career but I enjoyed learning about how you can express 
yourself while making food.” 
     Year 8 Raihana said: “I was impressed by the quality 
of desserts they made during the presentation. I am very 
interested in a career in hospitality now.”

BRIGHT Year 7 students have completed a 
degree level six-week programme aimed at 
boosting their chance of getting into a top 
university. 
     Under the instruction of a PHD tutor 
pupils have been looking at how to cut 
pollution as part of their participation in the 
Brilliant Club. 
     The biology and physics project saw 
students complete a 1,500-word university- 
style dissertation. 
     The Brilliant Club is an award-winning 

university access charity that works with 
schools to increase the number of students 
from underrepresented backgrounds  
progressing to top universities. 
    Student Mashtura said: “I found it quite 
interesting, and it improved my understand-
ing of climate change by a huge amount. 
     “The tutors were really helpful and gave 
us a taste of what life at university will 
be like. It was hard but it also made you 
feel like you could actually do the work at 
university if you got there.” 

Tasty experience

Pollution is hot topic for Brilliant Club

Students tackle 
environmental 
issues as part  
of initiative run  
by Deloitte...

Good climate to pitch 
some excellent ideas

with lots of practice doing our pitch. 
     “Our teachers also gave us a real confidence 
boost and gave us all the time we needed to get 
the project done. We are confident that we did 
well.”
     Student Maharus said: “They wanted to 
tackle a problem which would affect the school 
and the community. 
      “We think our pitch went pretty well; it was 
a really enjoyable project to be involved in. We 
must now wait to see how well we have done.” 

Students enjoyed pitching their climate change 
ideas as part of the Deloitte Debate Mate Club.

Our Brilliant Club students.

A group of students tried a host of exciting dishes as 
part of trip to learn about the hospitality industry.
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Students help younger peers improve 
literacy at Superstar Readers Club...

OUR Year 9 students are helping their 
younger peers develop literacy skills  
as part of their new role as Reading  
Ambassadors. 
     The selected students were specially 
trained after volunteering to help Year 7 
in our Superstar Readers Club with their 
reading skills. The club, which takes place 
on Wednesday lunchtimes, is aimed at 
building confidence and fostering a love 

of reading. 
     Year 9 Roisin said: “I have really 
enjoyed being a part of the programme 
because it is a nice feeling to see a younger 
student develop their reading because of 
the help you have given them, 
     “I now have a new-found respect  
for teachers because trying to help  
someone learn is very fun but it can be 
quite a difficult task.”  

Our reading ambassadors have enjoyed trying to 
improve the literacy skills of younger students.

Students gave impressive performances 
at our annual Spelling Bee recently.

OUR talented sporting stars are celebrating double  
success on the football pitch after winning two cups. 
     Talented footballers Deandre, Mayowa and Akuda 
played a crucial part in the Newham team to win both 
the Essex and London Cup.
     They beat Havering in both games in two very hard 
fought matches to take both trophies for the first time 
ever in one season.
     The team won four matches in each competition 
against the best in the capital and south-east.
     Right-back Mayowa said: “It has been an amazing 
run and now it has all paid off because we have won 
both trophies.
     “It was great to be part of a team which has had so 
much success. It was very much a team effort.”

Awesome ambassadors
in reading role

Double delight 
for footballers

Sabah secures  
spelling title
THE school has crowned a new  
Spelling Bee champion after students 
pitted their skills to the test each other 
in the annual contest. 
     Year 9 Sabah came through  
three gruelling rounds to beat the 
competition having previously been 
fourth when she was in Year 7. 
     She said: “I am so pleased to win. 
It has become a big event in the school 
calendar but everyone has great fun. 
It can be daunting getting up in front 
of your fellow students.”   
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THE London School of Fashion ran a Creative Career 
Paths workshop for students. 

THE Friends of Cumberland Community School met to 
discuss the issues concerning students this term.

OUR students got to meet their mentors at law firm 
Macfarlanes in person after a year of virtual sessions. 

THE BBC filmed students at the school for a new 
documentary highlighting social mobility. 

Year 5 and 6 students from New City 
Academy designed their own key rings and 
cooked cookies during the sessions.

OUR Student Ambassadors designed a safe space for their peers. 

PICTURE
PARADE

OUR students 
delivered self-
penned talks at 
the Jack Petchey  
Speak Out 
Challenge. 

STUDENTS took 
part in exam 
skills ahead of 
their GCSEs. 

Geography students investigated 
the regeneration of Stratford by 
visiting the Olympic Park.

YEAR 8 students boosted their university 
hopes thanks to mentoring sessions with 
Clifford Chance and KPMG. 


