
10 February 2022

Dear Year 11 Parents/Carers

I am writing to update you on the half term successes of the Year 11’s. All of their teachers have been so
impressed with the progress they are making with students working hard in lessons to secure their Key
Objectives (KOs). I encourage you to login to DPR to engage with the teachers and track the progress of your
child against the KOs.

The students are also demonstrating the values of our year group. We are determined, we are polite and we
are courteous. Mr Mohammed Yusuf, Ms Sarah Tahir (Deputy Head of Learning, Year 11) and I are very
pleased with the way they conduct themselves in school and we know that this will continue as they
continue their journey at Cumberland Community School (CCS).

With the support from Ms Sarah Tahir, we have been able to provide additional academic and skills based
support to students through one-on-one mentoring sessions on a weekly basis to further their progress.
Students have engaged positively in this intervention. Moving forward, we look forward to assisting all
students in all aspects of their studies, allowing them to uphold high standards both inside and outside of
the classroom and achieve the best possible results in the summer.

Here is some information and reminders regarding our expectations to ensure that our Year 11 students can
be the most successful that they can be.

1. Attendance and Punctuality

● As part of our commitment to improving the outcomes for our students, we closely monitor all
attendance and punctuality. It is important to note that attendance has a massive impact on your child’s
GCSE grades. Research suggests that missing school for more than 10 days per academic year results in
children achieving ONE GCSE grade LESS than those attending school.

● If your child’s attendance falls below 96% you will receive warning letters and if it deteriorates further
you will be liable to pay penalty notices and/or court action will be taken.

● Students are expected to attend school on time. Students that are late, after 8.30am, will receive a 1
hour detention on the day of the lateness. We have clear escalation procedures for students who are
persistently late to school.

2. E-Safety - Safer Internet Day (8 February 2022)

The school celebrated Safer Internet Day this week to promote the safe and positive use of digital
technology for young people, and to inspire a conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully,
critically, and creatively. You will find attached top tips for parents/carers. A reminder:

● Mobile phones are not permitted in school and if your child is found to be using their phone in school,
it will be confiscated and held by their student manager.

● I would highly recommend that you regularly check your child’s use of social media.



● The school has a zero-tolerance policy with regards to bullying and inappropriate use of social media
and CCS will contact you and the relevant authorities if necessary.

● Students can report any significant issues at reportingit@cumberlandcst.org

3. Healthy School Streets

● The council have approached us to adopt the 'Healthy School Streets' programme on both Oban Close
and Woodside Rd. This programme promotes safety and clean air for our students by preventing cars
from entering these roads during school arrival and departure times. This may affect some peoples’
current drop off and collection routines but will increase the safety of our school environment to the
benefit of every student at CCS.

4. Rewards

● We celebrate and reward student achievement by providing students with Merits, Super Merits, STEDI
Merits and Golden Tickets at all points during the school day.

● Year 11 has already secured 543 merits and the current top tutor group is 11B!

5. Uniform

● Students are expected to attend school in the correct uniform (CCS Blazer, Tie, Bag).
● February is historically one of the coldest months, please ensure they have a black/blue coat.
● Students should not be wearing additional jewellery apart from a pair of single studs.
● No unnatural hair colours including no bleaching.

Any student failing to follow these uniform expectations will be placed in the BIR.

This year, CCS is continuing to use the following acronyms: SLANT, SHAPE and STEPS to help your child both
pastorally and academically. Finally, and on a personal note, I would like to thank you all for supporting me,
Mr Mohammed Yusuf, Ms Sarah Tahir, the school, our systems and ethos, and your child. It is a pleasure to
be the Head of Learning for this year group and, together, I feel we can ensure that our children, with the
right guidance, structure and support will go on to be the most successful year group to pass through CCS.

As a community school, the views of our parents are extremely important to us and I would like to ask you
to complete the attached short parent view questionnaire so that we can have a better understanding of
our parents’ views.

A reminder that we start back to school on Monday 21 February.

Yours sincerely

Omar Hanif

Mr Omar Hanif
Head of Learning, Year 11

mailto:reportingit@cumberlandcst.org
https://forms.gle/X9GWXD4VMDHLNr9p7

