
13 December 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well. As always, the students have surpassed

themselves over the course of this term and the school newsletter is full of their achievements, which you

will receive before the end of the term via ParentMail.

Please note, the last day of term is Thursday 16 December 2021. Students will be dismissed between

12:00pm and 12:15pm. There will be lunch available for children in receipt of free school meals. It is

expected that all students will be off site by 12:20pm. There will be no homework club or other

interventions on this day. Please make arrangements for your child after this time. The school office will be

closed from 1:00pm. We will return, as calendared, on Monday 10 January 2022.

As you are aware, for as long as COVID-19 remains in the community, judgments are being made at the

school about how to balance minimising risks from the virus, by maximising control measures and providing

a full high quality educational experience for students which enables them to thrive and progress. We

continue to follow the Public Health England endorsed government guidance as it is released to ensure an

inherently safer environment for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is

substantially reduced.

Mask Wearing

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 28 November 2021, education settings in England are

expected to enforce the wearing of masks in communal areas. Please ensure your child brings a mask to

school every day.

Mass Testing

We will be testing students on-site from Monday 10 January 2022. Students will only be required to test

once on the school site. Please note, all testing will require parental consent. The consent form has been

sent out on ParentMail to all parents and is available here. If your child has not been vaccinated, you can

book a vaccination via The National Booking Service or by telephoning 119.

Attendance to school

Your child’s attendance at school is very important and it has a direct impact on their academic success.

Parents/carers of those students that have persistent absences may receive penalty notices or be escalated

to court action. A couple of reminders about attendance procedures:

● Parents should call the school on a daily basis, before 8.15am, if their child is absent from school on the

direct number 020 7473 7548 for attendance. The message must clearly state the child's full name,

including the child's reg group and reason for absence.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RFQ9JHJf9IBr2oGDLk6CODTyvL9cQ59rGxmSl9OPYfI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination/do-you-have-an-nhs-number


● We would like to inform you that any holidays taken will be recorded as unauthorised and you will be

liable to a penalty notice from the local authority. We strongly advise you to avoid travelling abroad

unless it is essential as the red list countries defined by the government are subject to change on a

weekly basis and your child's absences from school will adversely impact their learning.

If your child is self-isolating and will not attend school, it is important that you inform the school. You can

call the school or email educationwelfare@cumberlandcst.org. Please ensure that all test results are

emailed as soon as they are available. If children are required to self isolate we will continue to use our

Blended Learning model, which has operated so successfully this term. Your child can access their lessons

‘live’ by logging on to their DPR and clicking on the Google link that each teacher will send to them. This will

enable them to follow their timetable (and learning) as if they were in school.

Uniform

Personal presentation is important in the world of work and we want to make sure that every Cumberland

student develops a sense of pride in how they look. All students are expected to adhere to the following

uniform expectations, which can be found on the school website. Any student failing to follow uniform

expectations will be sanctioned.

A reminder of expectations:

● attend school every day in the correct uniform (CCS blazer, tie, bag)

● trousers should be blue, tailored trousers

● skirts should be A line or pleated skirts

● socks must be black/blue

● school shoes must be black and leather

● coats must be solid black/blue and should be brought to school in wet weather and during cold

months. Coats must be removed when in the school building.

● no additional adornments/jewellery apart from a pair of single studs

● no unnatural hair colours including no bleaching

School will resume for the new term on Monday 10 January 2022 at the normal time of 8:30am. It has

been a great start to the academic year for all at Cumberland Community School and I look forward to your

continued support in the new year.

Yours sincerely,

Omar Deria

Headteacher

mailto:educationwelfare@cumberlandcst.org
https://www.cumberlandcst.org/parents/school-uniform

